
.. 

... ,,--:- . 
I' I . · . .,. / , 

\f { 't.~"C:> 1::SFr..:t '=-=--· 
Monthly Neweletter of the 
s~ Franciaco Zen Center 

' 1881 Buah Street 
,., 

•..._ -· //,(. ··7· ___ .,..,.. 
'-, 

E)'O ~--

JUly 1962 - .Ieeue Ho. 8 

ON OBON d- ,_ f) f-
b · originality and universality are the same thi~ f0>r a sincere student. nni• 

versal truth must havo an ori.R.ina.l approach for everyone. Mind and bod.)' are 
one; S'1bjective and objective worlds are one 1n 01u- sinl'le minded praotice. 
Observing t hat mind and body are one, and that subjective and ohjective 
llOrlds are one, inany people fear death. Reasoning wUl not solve this problem. 
Hakuin. Zenji .said, ''lf you want to know about life aft.er death, ask the Mn tiho 
llan~ to know! n . Thus there is DO other way than to ask 1ourselt • tor this 
problem does not belong to the catagor y of knowledge. You yourael.t mist. eol'f• 
it b7 practice. Buddha ' s practice attar bis enli phtenrnent u not ditt&rent 
fro111 each individual 1s practice be.fore enli.trhtemneDt, it there ia JIO ~a et 
self. when you a.re engaged in selfless•practice, you are tree tr• the idea et 
pa11t, pniffllt and tutureJ from tho idea of this 'Morld or anothtrJ boa tM 
lclea or CQl!ling or going. 

• 
OOON FESTIVAL - 'II ALL g>ULS ' DAI" 

I 

This festival is Buddhist observance of DANA, the saving or othere throueh charitabie 
acts. wllen .Ana.nda irl meditation saw his mother suf.terinf in hell, he asked the J:luddha 
how hfi coulo save b.;:r . In• a11~wer to this quest.ion,. the ffuddba provic1ed a aeries ot 
ceremonies, including the offering of food, to be performed b:y his dkiples yearl.J• 

The original Japanese religion included a strong concept ot soul, 1,.0 this testival be• 
came very popular. 'lhe ancestors are supposed to return to the houaehold Uters Oil 
the night of July 13, where they remain until the mor~ ot the 16th. otterinsr• ot 
tood, drink, nowers and money are made at each house and temple• Pih! pitch 1a b~ 
on tiles at the front gates, and the t.emple priests visit each holle • • Lanterna 1.1'9 lit 
everywhere to dispel darkness, fear and ignorance. There is 1111ch Njo1cing and dan~illg 
in t he streets . On tlle night of July 16, little l!ooden boate with vlowing lanterns an 
eet adrift to eon:iuct the souls sa.fely back to their abodes• 

Obon will be cel~ orat.ed a~ Sokoj~ on JuJ.y "15 at 2:00 P.M. ]isnop t amada will preside 
at the occasion, (There lfill be no ll:OO A. M. service OD this c:tq,) It 1a cwttol!MllT 
to bring offerings of ! o:xl, preferably staples which vill lceep. 

OJl t.be- evening of JW., 14, the Japanese Buddhist churches of San Pranoiaco 1liU ~ol.D ia 
dancinc and testi'fitue on Buchatwl Street between Poet and SUtter. 

COMING EVENT 

Pl.an tor tbe Seashin, Aug11at 27 to September 21 to be conducted b7 Biabop luada. 


