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OPENING OF A NEW SOTO TEMPLE 

A ceremony to mark the opening of o n- Soto Te"J)le in Monterey, Colifornio, will be conducted 
by Bishop Reirln Yomodo on Sunday, Morch 17, at 2:00. During the ceremony, called NYUBUTSUSHIKI, 
o new Buddha will be installed on the a lter. We hope that all those who ore interested will attend. 
Please ask ot Zen Center for details about transportation. 

There will be no 11 O'clock service ot Zen Center In Son Francisco on this date, 

OHIGAN 

Higon Hoya is ob 
memory of our ancesto 
held at the Temple on 
Suzuki. Refreshments w1 

twice a yecr at the lf)rlng and autumn equinoxes, A Sf>8Clal service In 
's usually held at these times. To mcrk the coming Ohigon a service wlll be 

day, Morch 24, beginning ot 2 o'clock. It will be conducted by Master 

be served after the ~ ...,. ~ ~ "'- L• b ~ . 

On Sunday, April 7, a 
celebration will Include 
will be announced in 

Gutei's lifting up o 

Gutei lived in as 
century, A.O. in China. 
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morahl Buddha's birthday. The 
ce .of Japanese dancing. Details 

One day a nun named Jlssal come to visit him, entering with her hot on her head and her pi I grim staff 
In her hand. She looked around the seat where Gutel wQI sitting and said, " I will tOlte off my pilgrimage 
hot, if you give me a satisfactory statement.• When he could soy nothing, she started to leave, He 
tried to stop her, beeouse It was (ahl and dork out. Then she sold, " If you can off. one ward good 
enough to stop me, I will be happy to stay.• 

When he could not, he become quite ashamed of himself ond decided lo leave his hermitage on a 
pilgrimage in order lo study Buddhism IOrne more. That night he dreamed a Bodhlsatvo visited him and 
said that on inccrnate Bodhisotvo WQI coming to teach him, 

The next day the famous Zen Master Tenryu came. Gutei told him about Jlssoi's visit and about the 
dream. Tenrru, In answer, lifted up one finger. Gutel was enlightened ot that moment, ond he said, 
"I have acquired Tenryu's 'one finger zen' QI on ine>ehaustoble treasure for the rest of my I ife. " 

From that time on, he answered innumerable questions by llfting up one finger. 
Later to his surprise, he found one of his dlsclpl• using the same gesture QI on antw• to question1. 

So Gutei asked him a question and when his disciple answered by lifting one finger, Gutel reached out 
and cut his finger off. As the poor man rushed away, Gutel called him bock and held up one finger. 
The disciple was enllghtened. 

Commentary by Engo Zengl 

Introducing the subject, Engo Zangl said, " If one groin of dust Is llfted ~' the great univene la 
Involved. If one blossom opens, the world vibrates. • 
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Comment'?)' by Maahtr Suz.ukl 

One gains a good undentonding by opproodiing this statement From a scientific viewpoint. Everythlnp 
in the univene is closely related to every other thing and to the whole, and the whole Is in110lved in 
each separote port. 

Yet Engo from onother stondpoint roises o new problem: What happens before the speck or dust is 
picked up, or before the flower opens? 

Here he is talking about th!' necessity of proctice, if one Is to reoliz.e the oneness of the subjective 
ond the objective. If one does not proctice, he is driven by vorious i11'f>9tuses to repeotedly wrong acti
vity. Ignorance causes illusive ideos which enc:iouroge wrong intellectuollzotion and discouroge right 
observation. It is impossible lo attain Reolity without being One with the objective world. When perfect 
acceptance tokes place, there is no subjective or objective world. 

In the realm of Reality there is nothing thot disturbs perfect acceptance: there ore no illusive ldeos 
(which ore usually) mistaken for the true nature of things. We cut off the ~licotions coused by self
centered desires In order to allow one's own "home treosure" (onenns) to reveol itself. 

Engo refen lo on ancient saying: If one snips off one ploce, the whole reel of threod ¥till be cut 
through. 

Yet here Is o greot problem: We are always too much concerned with the superiority of enlighten
ment. This concern Is caused by o kind of self-conceit. We should cut off the compllcotlons moment 
ofter moment, one ofter another, big or small - including such egotistical idecs. • 

Gutei's one flnger olwoys tells us when ond where the thread of complications should be cut .off. 
Now the chance Is right here - In this moment I There is no time for anyone to use his mouth or 

tongue. Tremendous numben of blind lorloises In the dork seo ore londlng on Gutel ' s one smoll finger, 
one ofter another. 1 

There Is no time for anybody to lift up another finger. 

I TbeN ..... ooc• • tonolM Uvtac Ill m. deep ... It had DO eyee Ill IU h-s. bul only - ID tbe mlddl• ot lt9 
belly ...-,_di. So the poor U.Nl"e couJd - l oot '1' to aee llDd WOr'8blp the ..... llDd 11 WU sr-tiy distrwMd. 
BUI - day, by sr-t Sood lud:, a •1111!• boerd wttb a bole Ill II came fioetlall by. TIM IOrtDIM mc.ced with 
~lda'able dtlflCllll)' 10 dlllc OOlO It Crom l1Ddenleedl Ill OD •Ide-clown poeltlon. ,,,,. i. .., .. able lo put hi. 
er- ro die bole Ill die boerd _, loot ~ard8 to - die UgbL 

Tllla old loirlDd "' ... bllDd tonoloM .. ,_ Ill die ~ Salra. doe ApmM IDd odm' Sc:r1paaree. 

ZEN CENTER wos formed to help support o ploce wt... people rnt:rt medltat. and recelw lnstrvctton In 
Zen 84.lddhiMn. The CENTER la o religious, non-,iroflt, organization entirely supported by its .-nben. 
If you would like lo help support ZEN CENTER os on Actlw or Auocicn member, pl- contact 

t Rlchord 8ol<er, TreolUNr, for a pledge form. 

ZAZEN ANO 
LECTURE SCHEDULE 

~CENTER 
1881 81.JSH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Lectur.: Wedoesdoy at 7: 30 p. m. - Sundays ot 11: 00 o. m. 
Zazen: Mornings ot 51-45, except Sunday when It Is held at 7:00 

Ewnings at .5:30, except Wednetdoy, Soturdoy ond Sundoy 
No'9: Zazen is not held on colendor days that contain o 4 or a 9. 
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