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BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

• 

Buddha's birthday is observed on ~ril 8th of each yeor. The celebration Is called GOTANE 
or more popularly HANAMATSURI (Flower festivol). Solcoji temple will eel.bro .. thb event on 
Sunday, ~ril 7th. 

We will begin with o proceulon CS"Ound the neighboring slTeets, starting at 12:30 midday 
and returning about 1:30 pm. At 2 o'clock there wlll be o special Jervlce during which the memben 
of the QOngregotlon will be invited to pour ornocha (swMt tea) owr o stotve of the Infant Buddho. 
Rev.rend Suz.vkl will addreu the congregation at 3 o'clock. At 4 o'clock, refreshments will be served 
by the women's group of the temple. 

In the evening ot 7 o'clock o performance of tradltlonol Japonew dancing will be held In the 
main hall . A group af fourteen dancen from the Jjf.- Clculcal Dancing School af Los Angela are 
among the perronn.n. y are pupils of the wel -known JapaneM dancer Kansuma. The dancing will 
finish about 11 o'cloc There will be no chorve for ,admlulon, but danotlona are welClOme. 

There will be n t o'clock service on this dot. , Aptll 7th. 
. ~- t 

O n ~rll 10th, Re nd S ~' where he will spend about thrM 
mrnths. During this period w ~will be C10mlng to Sokojl. Zazen 
will be held as usual, the on of the Wednetdoy ev.nlng lectures. 
All other services wlll be 

Zen may b9 i 
to accept the varl 
tukes place, eYW)'thiri 
this activity the Great 
accept ewrythlng a1 It la. 

When )'OU accept ~1119, ewrything Is be)'Olld dimensions. The earth Is nett great not o 
groin of sand smoll . In the realm of Great ActMty plckl119 up a grain of land 11 the same as taking up 
the whole univene. To save one 1«1t(ent being 11 to ICIW all tentlent beln91. Your efforts of thl1 
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moment to save one PenQn Is the - a1 the eternal merit of Buddha, , · 

For~ penon who wants to understand Buddhism l09lcally, It may be difficult for him to undentand 
why he should study owr and over 090ln stori .. such as are collected In tn. Heklganroku (Blue Cliff 
Records). Yet, when o student realizes how difficult It Is to lncorparo .. Into his dolly llfe ~hot he learns 
In thew stories, he wlll acknowledge the neceulty of practising zazen and rtadlne. This practice and 
reading will In tum encourage him to read thew storf• owr and OYS 090ln. Toda this owr and owr 
means perfect occeptonce. Finding out the significance af everyday activity Is the Great Activity. 

Today's Problem 

In Japan we call this era of civilized life the •instant age• because ol the i-volent Idea 
that quick solution• to problems ore poulble without difficulty. Thh Idea talc.et many fotTlll -
Instant coffM, Instant Sukiyaki, operations for physical di-, pills for "*1hll lllnesa. In spl .. af 
oll th• benefits from our civilization, It is difficult b people to remain strong enough lo be happy 
physically and mentally. Why? Perhaps beCCIUM a ,_t 1...,anant point is mlalna. 

Support from without I• t0nietlmet too sft'on91 IOIMtf"* too W9ak, -ti- only partlal, and 
sometimes harmful to other parts. The operation mu&t be eucc:euful and In addition the patient must survive. 
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The important point is to arrange ounelves from Inside. Orientotion from our inmost noture is 
wonted. The problem is how to make use of our civili;totion and not be ruined by it . The solut ion to this 
problem is Zozen: bv si tting we hove to rewme to our own notvre and by Greet Activity we should 
ocquire absolute freedom. 

Moin Subject 

Attention - Ryuge osked Suibi, "Wh°! wos Bodhidhormo's intention in coming to Chino" ? 

Suibi soid, "Poss me the meditotion chin-rest. " (When o Zen monk sleeps in zozen posture, he 
rests his heod on o wooden boord called o zenpon or chin~st.) 

Ryuge handed Suibi the chin-TeSt and then Suibi struck Ryuge w Ith it. Ryuge soid, " If you strike 
me, I will let you. But, ofter oll, thot wos not the intention of the potriorch coming to Chino. " 

Ryuge loter visited Rlnzol. He osked Rinzoi, "Whot wos the Intention of Bodhidhormo in coming 
to China. " 

Rinzoi soid, "Poss me the meditation mot." No sooner hod Rlnzol received the mot then he 
struck Ryuge with it. 

Ryuge soid, " If you strike me, I will let )'OU do so; but thot la not the Potriorch's intention in 
coming to the welt." 

Interpretation of the Main Subject 

According to the Appreciatory Word of Setcho, the complier of these stories, Ryuge wos struck 
because he did not undentond why Sulbl wonted the chln-....t and Rlnzal asked for the meditation mot. 
Their treatment of Ryuge wos In the realm of G reet Activity ond helped Ryuge understand Bfdhidhormo's 
Zen. There ore no regulotlons In the Great Activity. A chin-Teat ond o medi totion mot con be .used for 
scalding slaps. 

This power of Greet Activity should be ocquired by medltotion (si tting quietly). There wos no 
other Intention in 8odhldhormo's coming to Chino. 

For Ryuge, who practised Bodhidh«me's Zen, there wos no need for outside help. He could 
understand the Great Intention of Bodhidhormo, Sulbl, ond Rlnzol; but he kn- thot these lntention1 
hod nothing to do with his own Great Activity. In other words, he wos enlightened in 8odhidhormo's 
Zen. 

A long time ofter this event, Ryuge said in his onsww to o monk, "I do recognize the Great 
Activities of those two Zen Matt.n, but that hCll nothing to do with Bodhidhormo's Zen." 

ZEN CENTER wos formed to help support a place where f*)Ple may medito .. ond receive Instruction In 
len Buddhism. The CEN TER Is a religious, non-p1:1flt, orvonizotlon entirely supported by its memben. 
lf you would like to help support ZEN CENTER os on Active or Auoc:lote member, pleClle oontoct 
Richard Boker, Treosurw, for a pledge form. 

ZAZEN AND 
LECTURE SCHEDULE 

ZWcENTER 
1881 BUSH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Lectures: Sundays ot 11: 00 a. m. 
Zozen: Mornings ot !t-45, except Sunday when It is held at 7:00 

Evenings at 5130, except Wednesday, Saturday ond Sunday 
Notr. Zozen Is not held on colendor days thot contoln o -4 o r a 9 • 
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